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proceeded any man very eminent for knowledge :^ its only
genuine product, I believe, is a small History of Poetry,
written in Latin by his nephew Phillips, of which perhaps
none of my readers has ever heard.
That in his school, as in everything else which he under- 5
took, he laboured with great diligence, there is no reason for
doubting. One part of his method deserves general imitation.
He was careful to instruct his scholars in religion.   Every
Sunday was spent upon theology, of which he dictated a
short system, gathered from the writers that were thenio
fashionable in the Dutch universities.
He set his pupils an example of hard study and spare
diet; only now and then he allowed himself to pass a day
of festivity and indulgence with some gay gentlemen of Gra/s
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He now began to engage in the controversies of the times,
and lent his breath to blow the flames of contention. In
1641 he published a treatise ' Of Reformation' in two books,
against the established church, being willing to help the
Puritans, who were, he says, * inferior to tfee Prelates in 20
learning.'
Hall, Bishop of Norwich,  had published  an 'Humble   *
Remonstrance/ in defence of Episcopacy; to which, in 1641,
five ministers, of whose names the first letters made the
celebrated word Smectymnuus, gave their 'Answer.'    Of this25
'Answer' a confutation was attempted by the learned Usher;
and to the confutation Milton published a reply, entitled,' Of
Prelatical Episcopacy, and whether it may be deduced from
the Apostolical Times, by virtue of those Testimonies which
are alleged to that purpose  in some late Treatises, one 30
whereof goes under the name of James, Lord Bishop of
Armagh.'
I have transcribed this title to show, by his contempetuous